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McGOWAN CAN'T

WAIT FOR KERRY

ANDREW McGOWAN
says Dublin — with
him hopefully involved
w will relish the
“exceplional challenge™
of lacing Kerry for a
:ba in the All-Ireland
mal

The Kilmacud Crokes
man husn't featured for
the Sky Blues in three
years hut was recently
recalled to the squad,

McGowan made the
matchday 26 for the
Leinster final against
Kildare and was on the
bench again for last
Saturday's All-Ireland
?IA.I"" ~Bnal win over

The two-time All-
Treland medallist, who
started the Super &
game agninst }mo in
2019, impresse
Dessie Farrell during
Crokes” march to
February's All-leekand
club final

Launch

Speaking at the
Launch of the All-
Ireland 75 series, where
Beacon Honpital was
announced a (he title
spensor, McGonan said
he can't walt for the
July 10 showdown
with the
Kingdom

“Every game
poses My own
challemges and
1his one s going
1n be an excep-
thiooal challenge

amnst

erry,” he
said

“It was & wel
duy lust
Suwday and
even so, Kerry
shoned how
good they were
against Mayo
1% going to
be o huge
challenge but
the guys on
hat Dublin
team, they
love that challenge.
They Il take it head

Himdd himsell playing o
ey role in proceedings
M Farrell takes » punt
wn him.

The Duhs boss has
alrvady made Lee
Gannon a regular in
defence this seavon and
handed hurling coptain
Eoghan O'Doanell his

Champienship debut
againsd Uork — so

McGowan knows that
opporiunity is
knocking.

The 2017 All-lreland
Under-21 winner said:
:rl.-,\n’ uoder Dessie

ore so be knows me
and my brother Rows
quite well | feel like he
s very good st what he
does, he knows and sees
W plagers are playing
well

“We obivlossly had »
very good run with
Crokes so | thiok it was
inevitahle that he
would be looking ot
somw of the Crokes
players.”

McGowan played in
the 2008 and 2019
League and
Champlooship com.
paigns belore sulfering
» hip Injury that

ruled him
out lor
several
months

Jim
Gavin
then
wepped
"o

Dublin manager and
when new boss Farrell
dida’t retain
MeGowan's services, it
nrpvrnn‘ to be the end
of the line.

“Up until about six
weeks sgo, | was just
sticking with Crokes”
be admitted. “We were
with Crokes when the
National League was
godng and thea it wan
probably & month or v
after | got & call from
Desshe,”

The next step is purh.
ing his way inte the
linewp though
McGowan reckons 11
cost him if he's too sell-
ish in training over the

“You're nst going te
go oul there and try lo
score four sellish
polnts, you're golng t»
£o out there and train
as & team Lo ey Lo pre-
pare everyone,” he sald.

“I's moticed when you
are that kind of a team
player. When you are s
team player it really
does noticed.

“When you make self.
ish decisions, that'll be
picked up on.”

O Donnell, Cian
Murphy and o fit-
win David Byroe

work cut out te leap-
frog them
“Geetting o the
26 s difficult
enough, to get into
the 15 is even hard.
or.” he explained
“The subs set such &
high standard when
they come on, the
people that fimish the
game could be start-
ing the game.

IS very competi-
tive but | think that's
why they have had
such success over the

@ yean.™

PLAYERS from 32

ounties and four
codes are gearing up to
bring their passion (o
the patch this year, s
All-Treland
Serles w icially

w
Hospital announced as
the title sponsor.

I s the Brst time
hurling, football, como-
gie and Ladies fonthall
will be supported by
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Crokes’ McGowan
just gladito.be’.

By GORDON MAMNING

AFTER two years . Andrew
McGowan has found himself
tangled up in blue again.
McGowan, an All-Ireland medallist
with Dublin in 2018 and 2018 missed
the 2020 season because of a hip
imjury tu.l:u:l was not recalled to the
uad for the 2071 ca
’qHE was not mvu\]vecrﬁ&mrmg the
league this term either as Kilmacod
Crokes advanced to the All-Ireland
club final in February
The wersatile ace was a supporter
watching on as Dublin beat Wex-
ford and Meath in the Leinster
Championship but then in the
build-up to the provincial decider
Diesgie Farrell picked up the phone
MeGowan said: “T first on the
team in 2018, after the igerson. |1
had all my debuts that year, then I
was involved in 20019, but come 2020
I had u.t big issue w:l.'l; my hip and it
kind of st me from playing.
“That w:gpfge kind nlf:\{'i.ir =

over betwesn Jim Gawin and Dessie
Farrell, so it wasn't a good time to
get injured.

“Up until about six weeks ago I
was just sticking with Crokes.

“It was the week before the Lein-
ster final {when I got the call). Then
1 was brought in and started train-
ing from then on

"l played Under-21 lor Dessie, S0
he knows me and he knows my
brother quite well. I feel like he is
very good at what he does, he knows
and sees if players are playing well

“We obviously had a wvery good
run with Crokes so I think it was
inevitable that he would be looking
at some aof the Crokes players, with
the year that they hawe had

“But you could never say never as
you go through playing football that
you are not going o get a chance
again to come back or even to get

called up.” He has already forced his
wiy on to the match-day 26 and was
on the bench for both the Leinster
final win over Kildare and last
Saturday's All-Ireland gquarter-final
victory against Cork.

The Erukr:é:ﬂ BT sa:u:L “It i one
of the most I.EI}‘ to get in,
it's a fantastic team, a \-Er)' competi-
tive team, so you'wve got o take it
step by step.

“Getting in the 26 is difficult
enough, to get in the 15 is even
harder. They set such a high stan-
dard for the subs when they come
on, the people that finish the game
could be starting the game

“Its wvery competitive but that's
why they hawve such success owver
the last ten years”

He featured against Roscommon in
the 201E Supers Eights clash while
in 3018 he played against Tyrone in

7sHEAVEN. "
(fromn left) hay
Oavin, Andrew
McGowa.
Nial
[Sr—
w4 Shane
Cunminghs=.
Ronan Hayes
= Lraren
Mages 3t the
tasmch of
the Beacon
Hospital
All-Irelsnd 73

magh.

And all of his focus now is on try-
ing to prove himself, while improv-
ing the squ.u.d ahead of the last-four
clash against Ker

MeGowan exp]:!nrd' “For myself
and anyone trying to break into the
team, it's not just about us trying to
break into the team.

“It's about us trying to get the
lads, like, u hawve r starting 15
and ym:'rl.-jﬂning yﬂgfuh-r'_ﬁ to ]E:I:I'l:'
pare them for the game, because
you're not going to gpo ouwt thers and
try to score four selfish points, you're
going to go out there and train as a
team o try to prepare everyone for
the game that's coming up.

“Ewve garme oses  its  own
challenrélem This g:ne is obviously
going to be an exceptional challenge
against Kerry.

It was a wetl day the last day and
even 5o Kerry showed how good they
are. 50 yveah, it's going to be a huge
challenge but the guys that are on

that Dublin team, they love that

Lhallrnge They will take it head

I- ANDREW McBWAN was speaking 2t the bunch
of the &ll-irelnd 75 Series, where Beacon Hospital
was mmounced as fhe bile sponsor. E 5
series wil fake pla= on Ehe eve of the All-ine-

% land fimk
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@ Arish Examiner

DEFYING GRAVITY: Camogie player Issy Davis at the launch of the Beacon Hospital All-Ireland 7 Series 2022 at
Croke Park yesterday. The annual fixture takes place on the eve o All-Ireland finals. Games are played
across a number of pitches in the local area with the cumulation of the final, which is played on the home
pitch of Kilmacud Crokes, Pdirc de Burca. Picture: Ramsey Cardy/Sportshile
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BRENNAN'S READY

BY PAUL KEANE

ROBBIE BRENNAN insists
last year's under-20
controversy wouldn't turn
him off potentially getting
involved with the Meath
senior management.

The Leinster club SFC
title winning Kilmacud
Crokes boss is reportedly
part of Bernard Flynn's
proposed backroom team
to take over the Royals.

Flynn was nominated
by a number of '
Meath clubs to
succeed Andy
McEntee. The
pair teamed
up In a similar

arrangement last year
when Flynn brefly
managed the U-20s
though he and his
backroom quit following a
dispute with McEntee
over player availability.
Speaking at the launch
of the Beacon Hospital
All-ireland 7s series,
Brennan (inset) said:
“Obviously I've spoken to
Bernard etc but nothing
more on it really, no,”
: said Brennan, who
shook his head
when asked if
the U-20s
# situation had
soured things.
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'CHALLENGE IS
EXCEPTIONAL

BY PAUL KEANE

DUBLIM defender Andrew
McGowan is preparing for
an ‘exceptional challenge’
from Kerry on Sunday
week - and hoping to play
some part.

The Kilmacud Crokes
man hasm'l featured for
the Sky Blues in three
years but was recently
recalled to the squad.

McGowan made the
matchday 26 for the
Leinster final against
Kildare and was an the
bench again for last
Saturday’s All-lreland
guarter-final win over
Caork.

The two-time
All-lreland medallist, who
started the Super Bs
game against Tyrane in
2019, mpressed boss
Dessie Farrell during
Crokes’ march bo
February™s All-lreland
club final

Speaking at the launch
of the All-ireland Ts
series, where Beacon
Hozpital was announced
as the title sponsaor,
McGowan said he can't
wait for the July 10
showdown with Kerry.

He said: "Every game
poses its own challenges
and this one is obviously
gaing ta be an
exceplional challenge
against Kerry. [t was a
wel day last Sunday and

even 5o, Kerry showed
how good they were

against Mayo"
MoGowan could yet

find himself playing a key
rale in proceedings if
Farrell takes a punt on
him.

The Dubs boss has
already made Lea
Gannon a reqular in
defence this season and
handed hurling captain
Eoghan O'Donnell his
Championship debut
against Cork - 5o
MeGawan knows that
opportunity is knocking.

The 2017 All-ireland
U-21 winner said: "l played
under Dessie before so
he knows me and my
brother Raoss quite well. |
feal like he is very good
at what he does, he
knows and sees il players
are playing well.

"We abviously had a
very good run with
Crokes 2o | think it was
inevitable that he would
be looking at some af the
Crokes players, with the
year thal they have had”

The next step is
pushing his way into the
line-up though McGowan
says it’ll cost him if he's
too selfish in training.

He said: "When you are
a beam player it really
dees get noticed. When
you are selfish, that'll be
picked up on”

[Py

9
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READY IF NEEDED Dublin paneflist Andrew McGowan
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ROBBIE:
DISPUTE
ISN'T A
CONCERN

Paul KEANE

ROBBIE BRENNAN
insists last year's
Under-20 controversy
wouldn’t turn him off
potentially getting
involved with the
Meath senlor
management

The Leinster club
SFC title-winning
Kilmacud Crokes
boss is reportedly
part of Bernard
Flynn's proposed
backroom team to
take over the Royals

Flynn was nomi-
nated by a number of
Meath clubs to suc-
ceed Andy McEntee
and would have
Brennan by his side if
selected.

The pair teamed up
in a similar arrange-
ment last year when
Flynn briefly managed

the Under-20s,
though he
quit follow-

over the
avaliability
of players
Speaking at the
launch of the All-
Ireland 7s series,
where Beacon
Hospital was
announced as the title
sponsor, Brennan
(above) confirmed the
Flynn link
“Obviously I've spo-
ken to Bernard but
nothing more on it
really, no,” sald
Brennan, who shook
his head when asked
if the Under-20s situa-
tion had soured
things.

Unique

“That was a unique
situation that 20s
whole thing, it was
very difficult at the
time

Bernard at the time
felt it was In the best
interest of where he
was coming from for
us to step down and
ultimately if you are
part of that manage-
ment, that's what you
have to do

I'd know a lot of
people still involved in
committees and peo-
ﬁle who are doing

uge work in the
county underage,
people like Barry
Horgan, and they're
really starting to put
some brilllant struc-
tures together in the
county.

It will be a massive
benefit going forward
You mightn't see it
over the next few
years but certainly
they’'re beginning to
tick all the right
boxes so they'll be
back.”

Asked if he'd consid-
ered going for the
manager’s position
himself, Brennan said
“No, and to be fair,
Dunboyne rang me
and asked me did |
want 1o be nominated
but | said no, | was
committed to where |
was in Kilmacud.”

IRISH DAILY
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McGowan and
Dublin relishing
‘huge challenge’
of taking on Kerry

Bonnchadh Boyle

DUBLINS Andrew
Moiowan insists
will relish the chul-
lenge of facing Kerry
wfter they cruised inlo
arvitlier All-Trelad
semi-final over the weekend.

Dessie Farrells maen had 11 poims
o spaare against Cork on Satunday
night in their All-Treland quarer
fial clash, meaning they lave won
their champronship matches against
Wiesford, Meath, Kildare and the
Relsels by an average margin of just
v 15 poinis.

Kerry have: had a similarly smooth
path and both sides will represent
each athers wuighed 1est o date
when lh:’_\- vlash ina ﬁn‘lrﬁﬁlﬂ'ﬁ
v, Bl MoGowan (abovel, wha
wiis addded 1o the panel in recent
wieks on the hack of his effors for
Kilmacud Crokes in their run to the
All-Treland fimal, believes they will
respand 1o the task.

“Every e pses s owi
challenges” MoGowan sad, “This
one is ohwiously godng o be an
exceptional challenge against Kerry.
I was awel day the last day and even
s Kerry showed how good they
are. Soyeah, s going 1o be a huge
challenge but the guys that are on
that (Dubding team, they bve that
challenge. Theyll take it hesd on”

Hirvimg presviousty plaved under
Jim Ciarviin undber whom he made
his championship delt in 2008,
MoGowan was recalled by Farrellin
recent weeks and made the bench
against Kildare and the Rebels.

“For myysell and anyone trying
t0 break imto the team, it's nod just
abouit us trying to break into the
e, it's about us trying to get the
lads. .. like, you have your starting
15 anel you're dodng your best o
prepare thiem (or the game, because
you're nol geing o go oul there and
try to score four selfish points, you're
going to g out there and train asa
LEEIm b BTy b0 prepane everyaone for
the game that's coming up”®

Independent
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McGowan and
Dublin relishing
‘huge challenge’
of taking on Kerry

Donnchadh Boyle

DUBLIN'S Andrew
McGowan insists they
will relish the chal-
lenge of facing Kerry
after they cruised into
another All-Ireland
semi-final over the weekendl.

Dessie Farrell’s men had 11 points
1o spare against Cork on Saturday
night in their All-Ireland quarter-
final clash, meaning they have won
their chumpionship matches against
Wexford, Meath, Kildare and the
Rebels by an average margin of just
over 15 points.

Kerry have had a similarly smoaoth
path and both sides will represent
cach other’s toughest test to date
when they clash in a fortnight’s
time. But McGowan (above), who
was added to the panel in recent
weeks on the back of his efforts for
Kilmacud Crokes in their run to the
All-Ireland final, believes they will
respond to the task.

“Every game poses its own
challenges,” McGowan said. “This
one is obviousdy going to be an
exceptional challenge against Kerry.
T0was a wet day the last day and even
so Kerry showed how good they
are. So yeah, it's going to be a huge
challenge but the guys that are on
that (Dublin) team, they love that
challenge. TheyHl take it head on”

Having previously played under
Jim Gavin under whom he made
his champlonship debut in 2018,
McGowan wis recalled by Farrell in
recent weeks and made the bench
against Kildare and the Rebels.

“For myself and anyone trying
to break into the team, it's not just
about us trying to break into the
team, {t's about us trying to get the
Fads ... like, you have your starting
15 and you're doing your best o
prepare them for the game, because
you're not going to go out there and
try to score four selfish points, you're
going 1o go out there and 1rain as a
team 10 try to prepare everyone for
the game that’s coming up.”

Herald
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Jame changer

MODEL BOSS SAYS CLARE ARE RIGHT INTHE
MIX AFTER RETURN OF MAIN MAN IN ATTACK

BY PAUL KEANE has T < though has proven a key figure
WEXFORD coach Niall Corcoran All-Ireland semi-finalists Clare. again this summer.

reckons the return of power- The 2018 Ch y  Former All-Star Duggan has lined

T
house fumard Peter Duqqan scorer missed the ) anc out in e
sons after moving to Australia ship games

Few teams know the strengths of
Clare quite like Wexford who have
been knocked out of the
Championship campaign:
of the last five, by the

Clare came from behind last
Saturday week to overwhelm
Wexford with a late scoring blit=,
securing an All-Irelan sermni-fir
sh with Kilkenny this weekend.

Speaking at the launch of the
All-Ireland 7s series where Beacon
I ic::i[:-l.l.l.l was announced as the Hile
sponsor, Wexford coach Corcoran
(right) said: "1 think having the likes
of Peter Duggan back is a real game
changer.

He's a real focal point now for
them in attack. They can go long
and hes a big handful in there. |

think players like Ryan Taylor, for
example, have really developed
too. And Rory Hayes, another fine
defender.

“They've found a really good style
where they can play it short and
play it long. Again, that'
Peter Duggan in there gives them
something extra.

“Theyre comfortable on the ball.
They like to play off the shoul-
der but now they have the
option to go long and
deep because of Peter
Duggan, lan Galvin,
guys like that are there.
Shane O'Donnell seems
to be involved not so
much as a finisher now but

as a real worker, a real ball

winner for them.

“1 think David Fitzgerald too, he's
really developed again this year’

G y native Corcoran, a
Leinster SHC winner with Dublin,
said Wexford got joy from goi
direct to Lee Chin in the full-
forward line inst Clare, a tactic
Kilkenny could replicate.

He said: "Maybe that'll suit the
traditional Kilkenny style. We
would have used Lee around the
pitch but because of a hamstring
tweak we just left him in there at
full-forward and it just happened to

work out. It definitely wasn't a
tactical masterstroke.

“It'll be interesting to see i
Kilkenny replicate that. I've no
doubt Clare are going to have a plan
for that possibility and maybe they
might rejig their backs a small bit
to be ready if Kilkenny go that way”

Corcoran first hit the inter-
county scene with his native Gal-
way. playing in the 2000
All-Ireland minor final win
over Cork. before later
transferring to Dublin.

He reckons the pres-
sure is off for Henry
Shefflin's Tribesmen
ahead of Sunday’s All-
Ireland semi-final against

Limerick - and has tipped them
to play with freedom.

He said: “If | was a player myself
I'd love this game because youre
written off and you can just have a
pop and those are the games where
you produce your best at times.

“I suppose if | put myselfinto the
shoes of the likes of a Cathal
Mannion or a Padraic Mannion,
theyre going to say, not that it's a
free shot, but we have a chance
we'e not going to be favour-
ites for the game and yet | think
3 1 : sically




Sl DUGGAN A REAL
GAME CHANGER

KEANE

WEXFORD coach Niall
Corcoran reckons the
return of powerhouse
Peter Duggan has been
a ‘game changer’ for
All-ireland semi-final-
ists Clare.

The 2018 champion-
ship top scorer missed
the 2020 and 2021 sea-
sons after moving to
Australia, though has
proven a key figure
a%mn this summer

ormer All-Star
Duggan has lined out in
each of their six cham-
pionship games,
registering 1-22.

Few teams know the
strengths of Clare quite
like Wexford, who have
been knocked out of the
last three championship
campaigns, and four of
the last five, by the
Banner.

Clare came from
behind last Saturday
week to overwhelm
Wexford with a late
scoring blitz, securing
an All-ireland semi-final
clash with Kilkenny this
weekend

Speaking at the launc
of the All-lreland 7s
series, where Beacon
Hospital was
announced as the title
sponsor, Wexford coac
Corcoran said: “I think
having the likes of Peter
Duggan back is a real
game changer.

Handful

‘He's a real focal point
now for them in attack
They can go long and
he's a big handful in
there, | think players
like Ryan Taylor, for
example, have really
developed, too. And
Rory Hayes, another
Mpe datandar

“They've found a
really good style where
they can play it short
and play it long. Again,
that's where Peter
Duggan in there gives
them something extra

‘They're comfortable

on the ball. They like to
play off the shoulder,
but now they have the
option to go long and
deep because of Peter
Duggan, lan Galvin,
guys like that are there.
“Shane O’'Donnell
seems 1o be involved
not so0 much as a fin-
isher now but as a real
worker, a real ball win-
ner for them. | think
David Fitzgerald, too,
he's really dcvclopcd
again this year.”
alway-native

Corcoran, a Leinster
SHC winner with Dublin,
sald Wexford got joy
from going direct to Lee
Chin in the full-forward
line against Clare, a tac-
tic Kilkenny could
replicate

He said: “Maybe that'll
suit the traditional
Kilkenny style. We
would have used Loe
around the pitch but,
because of a
tweak, we just left him
in there at full-forward,
and it just happened to
work out

“It definitely wasn't a
tactical masterstroke
I’} be Interesting to see
if Kilkenny replicate
that. I've no doubt Clare
are going to have a plan
for that possibility and
maybe they might rejig
their backs a small bit
to be ready if Kilkenny
go that way.”

Corcoran first hit the
Inter-county scene wi
his native Galway, play-
ing in the 2000
All-Ireland minor final
win over Cork, before
later transferring to
Dublin.

He reckons the pres-
sure is off for Henry
Shefflin's Tribesmen
ahead of Sunday's All-
Ireland semi-final

against Limerick — and
has tipped them to play
with freedom.

He said: “If | was a
player myself, I'd love
this game because
you're written off and
you can just have a pop.

ose are the games
where you produce your
best at times

Match

‘It | put myself into the
shoes of a Cathal
Mannion or a Padraic
Mannion, they're going
to say, not that it's a
free shot, but we have a
chance here, we're not
going to be favourites
for the game. Yet, | think
Galway are a team
where, physically, they
can match Limerick

‘Whether they have
the pace, because
Limerick have the pace,
but physically they can
go toe to toe with
Limerick. | think what
they will need is just to
get more forwards onto
the scoreboard. This
rellance on Conor
Whelan, I'm sure Henry
and the lads are work-
ing on that."

FOCAL POINT
Peter Duggan
puts Limerick's
Declan Hannon
under pressure

IRISH DAILY




PRINT

Return of Duggan a ‘game=-changer’ for Clare

Paul Keane

Wexford coach Niall Corcoran
reckons the return of Peter
Duggan to the Clare attack has
been a game-changer for the
All-Ireland semi-finalists.

The 2018 Champlonship top
scorer and All-Star missed the
last two seasons after moving
to Australia, though has prov-
en a key performer again this
summer.

Powerful full-forward Dug-
gan made just three substitute
appearances in the National
League but has lined out in
each of their six Champion-
shi '? games, regtslering 1-22.

ew teams know the
strengths of Clare quite like
Wexford, who have been
knocked out of the last three
Champlonship campaigns,
and four of the last five, by the
Banner.

Clare came from behind last
Saturday week to overwhelm
Wexford with a late scoring

blitz, securing their place in
Saturday’s semi-final against
Kilkenny,

“I think having the likes of
Peter Duggan back is a real
game changer,” said Corco-
ran, speaking at the launch of
the All-Ireland 7s series where

was an-
nounced as the title sponsor.

“He's a real focal point now
for them in attack. They can
go long and he's a big handful
in there. I think players like
Ryan Taylor, for example,
have really developed too.
And Rory Hayes, another fine
defender,

“They've found a really
good style where they can pla)'
it short and play it long.
_Again, that's where Peter

Dugsan in there gives “them
something extra.

“They're comfortable on the

ball. They like to play off the
shoulder but now they have
the option to go long and deep

because of Peter Duggan, Ian 4, the shoes of the likes of a

them. | think David Fitzgerald
too, he's really developed
again this year.”

Galway native Corcoran, a
Leinster SHC winner with
Dublin in 2013, said that Wex-
ford got joy from going direct
to their full-forward line

going to be favourites for the
game and yet I think Galway
are a team where physically
they can match Limerick.
“Whether they have the
pace, because Limerick have
the pace, but physically they
can go toe to toe with Limer-

against Clare, a tactic he be- .

lieves Kilkenny maf replicate.

“Maybe that'll suit the
traditional Kilkenny style,” he
said, explaining how Wexford
shifted Lee Chin to full-for-
ward for the second-half

“I think what they will need
is just to get more forwards
onto the scoreboard.

“This reliance on Conor
Whelan, I'm sure Henry
and g.he lads are working on

against Clare because of a ..,

hamstring

“We woul have used Lee
around the pitch but because
of his hammer we just left him
in there at full-forward and it
just happened to work out. It
definitely wasn't a tactical
masterstroke. It'll be interest-

i:s to see if Kilkenny replicate
that.

“Clare are constantly get-
ting better and they're still
learning. I've no doubt they're
going to have a plan for that
possibility and maybe they
might rejig their backs a 1
bit to be ready if Kilkenny go

that way."” Shane Reck largely
kept tabs on Tony Kelly
though the Clare icon burst
into life late on, helped by
Reck’s injury enforced with-
drawal.

“Sure you're never going to
keep Tony Kelly quiet for the
full game,"” shrugged Corco-

ran.
Meelick-Eyrecourt man
Corcoran reckons the press-
ure is off for Henry Shefflin's
Tribesmen ahead of Sunday’s
All-Ireland semi-final against
Limerick and has tipped them
to play with freedom.

- WaEE A Ve mysel,

I'd love this game because
you're written off and you can
Jjust have a pop and those are
the games where you produce
your best at times,” he said.

“1 suppose if I put myself

Galvin, guys like that are Cathal Mannion or a Padraic
there. Shane O'Donnell seems Mannion, they're going to say,
to be involved not somuch asa not that it's a free shot, but we
finisher now but as a real have a chance here, we're not

worker, a real ball winner for

W Players from 32 counties and
four codes are gearing up to
bring their passion to the pitch
this year, as the All-lreland 7s
Series was officially launched,
with Beacon Hospital an-
nounced as the title sponsor. A
milestone sponsorship, it is the
first time all four codes of hurling,
football, camogie and ladies
footbail will be supported by one
title sponsor, Beacon Hospital.

Nlall Corcoran at the launch of m
Beacon Hospital All-Ireland 7s
Series at Croke Park.

Picture: Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile

@ arish Examiner
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Gaelic Games All-Ireland SHC
Duggan’s

return gives Clare
valuable extra
option—Corcoran

improving Banner
area potent force

PAUL KEANE ran,isthereturnof 2018champi- e
onship top scorer and All-Star °pg°@"“ this year.

o o rcoran, a Leinster SHC
We could casily be sitting here Peter Duggan, the powerhouse o o oy bubiinin 2013, said

talking to Niall Corcoran about full forward starting a

Wexford’s All-Ireland semi-fi- their summer games and regis- Wexford st Joy from going.di-
nal preparations, about how tering 1-22 having missed the ¢t t© their full-forward line
they plan o take down Kilken- 2020and202iseasons, p8aing; Clare. 8 1actic he be-
1ihinkhavingthelikesof Pe. ouc, be thatl suit the tradle
| ot K e i
etz h ning i
how the Munster finalists might Speaking at the launch of the PR FEn Ol

ny.
Instead, it's a discussion ter Duggan back is a real
about their old foes, Clare, and game-changer,” said Corcoran,

fare at Croke Park this Saturday All-Ireland Sevens series where

i was an- Second half against Clare be-
*"Corcoran, the Galway native nouncedas he itlesponsor. ~ 3uscofahamstringinjury.
and former Dublin defender around ause
who is now coaching Wexford, ‘Handful' the pitch but because of

“He" ¢ for Mis hammer we just left him in
was pretty “ﬂ“”:”ww"“ ol “l;:“s A reat fecal poli mbg there at full-forward and it just

p ick.They cango
ingasix-point lead against Clare and he's a big handfulin there. 1 :W"‘d to work out. It defi-

with barely 10 minutes to go in :_hink players like Ryan Taylor,
Thurles carlier this = oF

boaM(hllcﬁWexfordsu’ppm found a really good style where

knock-out championship game. Duggan in there gives them be

It was the third year running

feat to Clare, the fourth time in ball. Thegulikc to play off the

five seasons, so who better to as- shoulder

sessthe Banner County’s All-Lre- Option to go long and deep be-

land semi-final credentials than cause of Duggan, lan Galvin, 5

the Wexford coach. gys like that are there. Shane y-¢nforced withdrawal.
One of the big differences X

with Clare this year, says Corco- N0t 5o much as a finisher now

Fitzgerald too. he's really devel-

B

le, have really devel- Stroxe. It be interesting to see

ier ) X . if Kilkenny replicate that. Clare
Clarewon by fourin theend, a oped t0o. And Rory Hayes, an ',,,_. constantly getti

A getting better

10-point swing on the score- other fine defender.“They've ;Mm“m wm‘.l":cw

ers with that most familiar of they can play it shortand playit 40Ut they're going t0 have a
| ! o fan I

feclings, defeat to Clare in a long. Again, that's where Peter P ;h:; ;Tém:fmmmy;

something extra. small bit to be ready if Kilkenny

< 3 B gothatway,”
that their season ended withde- _-They're comfortable on the B5US 0t oo b o

Clare icon burst into
lifelate on, helped by Reck'sinju-

Iy kept tabs on Tony Kelly
t now they have the thotsh the

: “Sure you're never going to

Dopnell seecia to belovobied , Lon s et forthetul
game,” shrugged Corcoran.

:::m‘:: [:‘lu:?,:kf:i:nm “That ball he caught near the

end, falling to the ground and
thenhe haditover thebarinsec
onds, that's just class and you
have to allow for the fact that
he's going to score those.™

Thepressure
Meelick-Eyrecourt man Corco-
ran began with his native Gal-
way, playing in the 2000 All-Ire-
land minor final win over Cork,
before switching to Dublin. He
reckons the pressure is off for
the Tribesmen ahead of Sun-
day's All-Ireland  semi-final
against Limerick.

“If I was a player myself I'd
love this game because you're
written off and you can just have
a pop and those are the games
where you produce your best at
times,” he said.

“If 1 put f into the shoes
of the likes of a Cathal Mannion
or a Padraic Mannion, they're
going to say, not that it's a free
shot, but we have a chance here,
we're not going to be favourites
for the game and yet | think Gal-
way are a team where physically
theycan match Limerick,

“Whether they have the pace,
because Limerick have the
pace, but physically they can go
toe to toe with Limerick. I think
what they will need is just to get
more forwards on to the score-
board. This reliance on Conor
Whelan, I'm sure Henry and the
lads are working on that.”

W Players from 32 counties and
four codeswill bring their passion
tothe pitchthis year, asthe

All-ireland 75 Series was officially

launched, with Beacon Hospital
announcedas the title sponsor.

m Clare's Peter Duggan and Limerick's Sedn Finn battle for
possession in the Munster final. PHOTOGRAPH LORRANE
OSULLIVANANPHO

THE IRISH TIMES



wearing the Jerseys of Dub
THEY were mowing the grass and Kilmacud, and going to
in Croke Park. Lauren Magee college. Making the welcome
had a good view. From Level 6 adjustment back to the round

of the Hogan Stand. ball. And the Irish climate!
She was at the launch of the

Kilmacud Crokes All-Ireland
Sevens, which is being spon-
sored by The Beacon Hospital,
Lauren grew up in the midst
of those September Saturdays.
The club is in her blood.
She talks fondly of two of

the inspirational figures at Stil-
lorgan, her grandmother, Daisy
and John Sheridan.

Then there was her father
Jonny, and her uncle Darren.

She’d go to their training ses-
sions with Crokes and the Dubs
“trying to imitate the warm-up
routine of the players”.

She has four All-Ireland med
als now. And she has played in
five All-Ireland finals, losing

Lauren Magee in action for Dublin

the 2016 final to Cork on her
debut season.

Then came the four-in-a-ro
Playing at midfield with Olwen
Carey, Siobhan McGrath and
Jennifer Dunne.

Lauren brings such energy
and mobility to the Dublin
side. Running a marathon in
every match. Doing the simple
things. And doing them very
well,

Her athleticism earned her
a call to Melbourne. She spent
two years in the AFLW. "It was
a good experience. lgave ita
crack. And it’s always there in
the future if | want to go back.”
But, for now, she will focus o
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O N LI N E He was also briefly involved in the county’s U-20 management team in 2021
which was headed by Flynn before they walked away due to a row over player
access.

‘Sel‘i(}lls’ playel‘s on Way llp in Meath _ R()bbie Brennan And having seen the talent on the way up in the county, he’s convinced there
= are better days ahead for Meath.

“I go to a lot of the club games in Meath watching Dunboyne and there are
sotne guys who were on the 20s, the likes of Niall Finnerty and these guys. they
are serious, serious plavers they just need the chance to go and show and
hopefully whoever is in there (as manager) will give them that.

“But they will be back for sure,” said Brennan, who was speaking at the launch
of the Beacons Hospital-sponsored Kilmacud Crokes All-Ireland Sevens Series.

And while the U-20 stint ended badly, he believes Meath are righting the ship.

“That was a unique situation that whole 20s thing really, it was very difficult at

the time and whatever happened and the agreements that were there or
In attendance at the launch of the Beacon Hospital All-Ireland 7s Series 2022 at Croke Park weren't there, Bernard, at the time, felt it was in the best interest of where he
were from left, Andrew McGowan, Issy Davis, Lauren Magee and Ronan Hayes. Photo:

was sitting for us to step down,” added Brennan.
Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile

“And ultimately if you are part of that management that is what you have to do.

Donnchadh Boyle ¥
f fFv
June 28 2022 02:30 AM
“I'd know a lot of people in the county who are doing huge work underage and

Kilmacud Crokes manager Robbie Brennan insists there are “serious players” with Barry Horgan (the county’s general manager of underage football) in
in Meath after he was named as part of Bernard Flynn's managerial ticket as there they have really started to put together some brilliant structures in the
the former Royal County star looks to replace Andy McEntee as the county’s county and it will be a massive benefit going forward.
football boss. “We mightn’t see it over the next few years but they are beginning to tick all

the right boxes so they will be back.”

Brennan is set to act as assistant manager should Flynn be successful and Independent

while he hails from Dublin. he has strong connections to Meath.

His father plaved with the Wolfe Tones club while Brennan himself plaved for

Dunbovyne, where he now lives. https://WWW.independent.iE/Sport/gaEI iC'ga meS/gaEI iCc-
football/serious-players-on-way-up-in-meath-robbie-brennan-
41796596.html




ONLINE

Andrew McGowan and Dublin relishing ‘huge challenge’ of
taking on Kerry

geacon Hospital

Andrew McGowan at the launch of the Beacon Hospital All-Ireland 7s Series 2022, at
Croke Park in Dublin. Photo by Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile

Donnchadh Boyle ¥
1 June 28 2022 02:30 AM

Dublin’s Andrew McGowan insists they will relish the challenge of facing
Kerry after they cruised into another All-Ireland semi-final over the weekend.

Dessie Farrell's men had 11 points to spare against Cork on Saturday night in
their All-Ireland quarter-final clash, meaning they have won their
championship matches against Wexford, Meath, Kildare and the Rebels by an
average margin of just over 15 points.

Kerry have had a similarly smooth path and both sides will represent each
other’s toughest test to date when they clash in a fortnight’s time. But
McGowan, who was added to the panel in recent weeks on the back of his
efforts for Kilmacud Crokes in their run to the All-Ireland final, believes they
will respond to the task.

“Every game poses its own challenges,” McGowan said. “This one is obviously
going to be an exceptional challenge against Kerry. It was a wet day the last day
and even so Kerry showed how good they are. So veah, it’s going to be a huge
challenge but the guys that are on that (Dublin) team, they love that challenge.
Thev'll take it head on.”

Having previously played under Jim Gavin under whom he made his
championship debut in 2018, McGowan was recalled by Farrell in recent weeks
and made the bench against Kildare and the Rebels.

“For myself and anyone trying to break into the team, it’s not just about us
trying to break into the team, it’s about us trying to get the lads . . . like, you
have your starting 15 and you're doing vour best to prepare them for the game,
because you're not going to go out there and try to score four selfish points,
vou're going to go out there and train as a team to try to prepare everyone for
the game that's coming up.”

Independent

https://www.independent.ie/sport/gaelic-eames/gaelic-

football/andrew-mcgowan-and-dublin-relishing-huge-challenge-

of-taking-on-kerry-41796566.html




ONLINE

Kilmacud Crokes Sevens returns

The popular Kilmacud Crokes All-Ireland 7s series returns this vear
after an enforced two vear hiatus.

A launch today in Croke Park confirmed that 1.100 plavers across
four codes will compete in the Beacon Hospital sponsored games.

Hurling is up first on July 16, followed by football on July 23. The
ladies football and Camogie competitions will be plaving on July 30
and August 6.

More than 7,000 people are expected to attend the events with
Crokes in football, Emyvale in ladies football, Portroe in hurling and
De La Salle in Camogie all out to defend their crown.

Independent

https://www.independent.ie/sport/gaelic-games/something-
from-the-weekend-echoes-of-history-for-jack-oconnor-
separate-entrances-in-croke-park-and-return-of-the-sevens-
series-41794576.html




“With our partner Kilmacud Crokes, we intend to bring our combined passion for physical health, teamwork and the well-being

Four Into Sevens as Beacon StepS Up SpO nsorshi P of hearts and minds of local teams to life, and we are delighted to support all four codes as they retumn for the Series after two

Jun 28, 2022 | GAA, News Members, Sponsorship years.

“Since we embarked on the sponsorship with Kilmacud Crokes, we have met 5o many players, backroom teams and
supporters, who are incredibly passionate about their sport. We are very much looking forward to meeting more through this
Series and sharing our expertise and knowledge in health and wellbeing.”

“The Beacon Hospital All Ireland 7s Series will attract visitors from around the country and abroad to great days in the Hurling,
Football, Ladies Football and Camogie calendars,” added Kevin Foley Chair of Kilmacud Crokes.

“This coming together across all four Gaelic codes is a tremendous innovation and is a significant statement in support of
equality of participation between men and women in sport.”

SPORT G\ Al @a-- [N E B = N—

FOR
BUSINESS

Players from 32 counties and all four codes of Gaelic Games are gearing up 1o bring their passion to the pitch this year, as
the All-Ireland 7's Series is officially launched, with Beacon Hospital announced as the title sponsor.

A milestone sponsorship, it is the first time all four codes of hurling, football, camogie and ladies football will be supported by
one title sponsor, Beacon Hospital

Given the Series has been postponed for two years as a result of the pandemic, there is great anticipation and excitement for BUSI N Ess
its return this summer, with the series launched yesterday at Croke Park.

Earlier this year, Beacon Hospital also became the main Club sponsor of the largest GAA club in Ireland, Kilmacud Crokes, htt pS ://S po rtfo rb u Si n ess ) CO m/fo u r-| nto-seve n S-a S- be a CO n -Ste ps_

who have hosted the event for over 50 years.

The annual fixture takes place on the eve of the All-lreland Finals. Games are played across a number of pitches in the local u p -

area with the culmination of the final. which is played on the home pitch of Kilmacud Crokes, Pairc de Burca in Stillorgan. S po n SO rs h | p/? utm SO u rce= rSS & ut m m ed i u m — rss& utm Ca m pa i
“The Beacon Hospital All-Ireland 7s Series is a testament to the community spirit and camaraderie that GAA brings players . .
gn=fou r-into-sevens-as-beacon-ste pS-u p-SpOI’]SOI’Sh 1P

from all codes across the country,” said Michael Cullen Chief Executive of Beacon Hospital.




O N LI N E Happy to be home and to catch the round ball

Thev were mowing the grass in Croke Park. Lauren Magee had a good view.
From Level 6 of the Hogan Stand.

Lauren Magee ready for big Donegal tes

She was at the launch of the Kilmacud Crokes All-Ireland Sevens, which is
Scenic Carrick-On-Shannon venue for quarter-final tie being sponsored by The Beacon Hospital,

Lauren grew up in the midst of those September Saturdays. The club is in her
blood.

She talks fondly of two of the inspirational figures at Stillorgan, her
grandmother, Daisy, and John Sheridan.

Then there was her father Jonny, and her uncle Darren. She'd go to their
training sessions with Crokes and the Dubs “trving to imitate the warm-up
routine of the plavers®.

She has four All-Ireland medals now. And she has plaved in five All-Treland
finals, losing the 2016 final to Cork on her debut season.

Then came the four-in-a-row. Plaving at midfield with Olwen Carey, Siobhan
McGrath and Jennifer Dunne.

Dublin footballer Lauren Magee at the Kilmacud Crokes All-Ireland Sevens Launch. Credit:

Sportsfile Lauren brings such energy and mobility to the Dublin side. Running a

marathon in everv match. Doing the simple things. And doing them verv well.
Niall Scully

July 04 202210:00 PM Her athleticism earned her a call to Melbourne. She spent two vears in the
AFLW. “Tt was a good experience. I gave it a crack. And it's always there in the
future if T'want to go back.”

But, for now, she will focus on wearing the jersevs of Dublin and Kilmacud, and

poing to college. Making the welcome adjustment back to the round ball. And Independent

the Irish climate!

Lauren Magee ready for big Donegal test - Independent.ie
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Boacon Hospital All-ireland 73 Series!
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* #BeaconHospital7s

#PassionlivesHere
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@beacon_hospital
@beaconsportslab




(P vl < g ‘@ Kilmacud Crokes GAA @KCrokesGAACIub - 39m
&’ = Beacon Hospital becomes title sponsor of the All-Ireland 7’s Series - more

G .
kepurpleandgold 7th H / Hospital Al 7 . AN s :
g cripeancgo aven //;Bescon Hospital Ml lecland /s details at - kilmacudcrokes.com/club/beacon-ho...

Series, 2022 #PassionLivesHere #KCFaces #purpleandgold
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